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HIJ Homework Assignment

Handbook of Independent Journalism – Ch. 6 “Specialized Journalism” 

PURPOSE/DIRECTIONS: To highlight key ideas in Deborah Potter’s Handbook of Independent Journalism, students are asked to answer the following questions.

1. Define “beat” writing.  What types of beats would you find in Thompson, CT?

2. The key to solid beat writing is developing a plethora of sources and maintaining a positive relationship with them.  How do you, as a budding reporter, organize this information?

3. In Chapters 1 and 2, Potter states that it’s a journalist’s job to deliver pertinent information to the public.  This is particularly true with polls during an election year.  Why would a journalist be reluctant to print public opinion surveys?  What could he or she do instead?

4. Give one example of why it’s important to be thoroughly knowledgeable of your beat.

